fact, the one vital precondition without which the un-
employment problem cannot be solved.1 Once this is
accepted, then the unemployment problem quite liter-
ally cannot possibly arise. After all, take the situation as
it exists at any moment of time. The national output of
goods (taking into account the fact that some part of
this output has been exchanged by foreign trade with
the output of other countries) is fixed. That is to say,
the total supply of available goods for consumption is
fixed. There is simply left over the question of dis-
tributing this available supply. The nation as a whole is
made no wThit poorer by giving the unemployed man
his full "wrage." No one need here see visions of the
whole machine running into debt. It is simply a ques-
tion whether the man who is willing to work but is
not in work is entitled to the same reward as if he were
in work. Surely there can be only one answer.

Once that answer is given the whole situation is
transformed from one of frustration into one of un-
limited liberation. Because now it cannot cost any more
to offer a man work than not to offer him work. And
there must always be, in every conceivable circum-
stances, some work which he can be offered. (Admit-
tedly there will be the usual time-lag due to- adminis-
trative difficulties which must exist in any system
between a man's finishing one job and his starting on
another. But there can be no, difficulty in principle. '
Whereas under our system the difficulty is not one of
administration, but of principle.)

1 See, on this matter, the important memorandum prepared
by the Vigilance for Victory group on a new economic strategy,
in which precisely the same proposal is put forward as a war
measure. This memorandum is available from 10 Hertford Street,
W.I.
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